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No move to dissolve UGC, says commission member 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/No-move-to-dissolve-UGC-says-commission-

member/articleshow/42935451.cms 

PUNE: University Grants Commission (UGC) member D N Reddy on Friday ruled out any move to dissolve 

the commission in favour of some other regulatory body for higher education in the country. 

 

"The present (NDA) government is thinking of restructuring the UGC. However, there is no move to scrap the 

commission," Reddy said, while responding to the concerns raised by the representatives of open and distance 

learning (ODL) institutes. 

 

Reddy said, "An expert committee assigned by the HRD ministry under a former UGC chairman is currently 

working on the restructuring plan, which is much required considering the changes the higher education in the 

country has gone through over the last several years. The number of colleges and universities has gone up 

rapidly over the years." 

"When the UGC Act was passed in 1956, the number of colleges in the country was 100s but now, we have 

over 38,000 colleges and 600 universities. The universities are expected to go up to 1,000. As such, 

restructuring of the commission is needed to address various issues on account of such expansion of higher 

education," he said. An expert panel, headed by R P Agrawal, former secretary to HRD ministry, was looking 

into the amendments to the UGC Act, he added. 

 

Last year, the HRD ministry transferred the regulatory functions for ODL universities and institutions to the 

UGC after the Distance Education Council (DEC), which was performing the regulatory functions as a 

constituent unit of the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), was dissolved. A set of interim 

regulations were prepared by the N R Madhava Menon committee and the same are being implemented by the 

UGC's Distance Education Board. 

 

Reddy conceded that there is no clarity yet on various regulatory norms for ODL institutes and for offering 

technical education through distance education board. "The Supreme Court has already said the All India 

Council for Technical Education has no powers to regulate technical education. The report of the HRD 

ministry's Madhava Menon committee on reforms in distance education is to go to the Parliament for approval 

in the form of an enactment for a new regulatory authority for distance education. We expect a clear picture to 

emerge by December when the regulatory authority and apt regulations will be in place." 

 

He said, "The reforms committee's recommendations are excellent from both, the government and the institutes' 

point of view but, much would depend on how much the government adopts and translates into the act for the 

proposed regulatory authority." 
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Deemed universities question UGC's panel review 

method 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Deemed-universities-question-UGCs-panel-review-

method/articleshow/42944419.cms 

NEW DELHI: The saga of 41 deemed universities, found unfit to be university by the Tandon Committee of 

2009, took a new turn on Friday as counsel of a few deemed universities told the Supreme Court that the latest 

UGC panel reviewed them on the basis of just video presentation and not physical visit to the campus.  

 

The Supreme Court has asked the UGC to reply by Tuesday when it will hear the issue. Unease among 41 

deemed universities put in the 'C' category by the Tandon committee emanates from the fact that the UGC 

Committee, set up at the behest of the apex court, to review them has, in turn, created three sub-categories—'A', 

'B' and 'C'. 'A' sub-category consists of less than 10 deemed universities which have been found fit to continue 

as university. 'B' sub-category consists of more than 15 deemed universities which also can continue as deemed 

university after fulfilling few conditions and 'C' sub-category has about ten institutions that will have to forgo 

the deemed university status and get affiliated to any university.  

 

The UGC report will be discussed in the full meeting of the commission next Monday. But those who fear to be 

in the 'C' sub-category are complaining about the method adopted by the panel. Their plea is that the Supreme 

Court should give directive for physical review of infrastructure rather than depending on video presentations. 

They also pointed out that the UGC itself has changed its stance. Earlier UGC was in favour of an on-site 

review but was not inclined for it when the Supreme Court asked it to review 41 'C' category deemed 

universities.  

In fact, many of the deemed universities feel that since the Tandon Committee did not physically verify 

infrastructure and other facilities, an overall review is the only way out.  

 

Few UGC members are also of the view that the committee should not have relied on presentations alone. They 

are likely to raise the issue during the full commission meeting next week. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Deemed-universities-question-UGCs-panel-review-method/articleshow/42944419.cms
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IITB takes PM’s idea further, to hold ‘Smart City 

Challenge’ in ‘TechFest’ 
— By Staff Repoter,  September 21, 2014 12:08 am  

http://freepressjournal.in/iitb-takes-pms-idea-further-to-hold-smart-city-challenge-in-techfest/ 

Mumbai :  Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘100 smart cities’ idea has found takers at the Indian Institute of 

Technology Bombay. The premium engineering institute has announced a ‘Smart City Challenge’ in partnership 

with various government bodies, as part of its annual ‘TechFest’. A prize of Rs 5 lakh awaits for the best set of 

the ideas. 

Realising that it takes more than engineers to build smart cities, the project has been divided into five domains, 

viz. Infrastructure, Trade and Commerce, Healthcare, Design and Aesthetics and Policy Making. Entries are 

being sought from the professionals and students belonging to different fields of expertise. A panel of experts 

will provide assistance to the participants. 

The competition is being conducted in two phases, according to TechFest manager Ayush Bandil. In first phase, 

preliminary ideas were invited on various urban issues. Subsequently, multi-disciplinary teams will be formed 

out of the best responses in order to design 10 smart cities. TechFest has recieved around 700 entries. 

The initiative is said to have been taken up with the vision of bringing together technology, government and the 

student fraternity to make the cities more efficient, sustainable and liveable. “PM Modi has spoken about the 

need of new smart cities. ‘Smart City Challenge’ is such an initiative to engage the youth of the country in the 

development of their city and prosperity of its citizens”, said Aman Mantri of TechFest. 

The project is being implemented in collaboration with CIDCO, MMRDA and Delhi Mumbai Industrial 

Corridor Development Corporation. The prize money is sponsored by National Campaign for People’s Right to 

Information. The last day for the submission of entries is September 24. 

http://freepressjournal.in/iitb-takes-pms-idea-further-to-hold-smart-city-challenge-in-techfest/
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